5. Ski Pioneers of the 10th
Contributions of veterans of the 10th Mountain like Paul Petzoldt and Gerry Cunningham to mountaineering and outdoor recreation were real and lasting, but the development of ski areas would prove to be a much more fertile field for 10th veterans searching for a way to make a living in the mountains. 

Colorado was the first state to see the influence of returning 10th soldiers, not surprising given that thousands had been exposed to the alpine allure of the high Rocky Mountains at Camp Hale. Even before the 10th went overseas, Friedl Pfeifer and Fritz Benedict had noted the potential of Aspen, and there were already some existing expectations among town residents that skiing could bring prosperity to the faded mining town.
 Andre Roch and Ted Ryan had promoted nearby Ashcroft as a future skiing mecca in the 1930s, and the local ski club had opened the Roch Run on Ajax Mountain that attracted scores of troopers on leave from Camp Hale. 

While the 10th was still in Italy, corporate heavyweight Walter Paepcke of the Container Corporation of America had begun investing in the town
, and soon after the war was over, he became a lead financer for the development of a ski area on Ajax with three principal figures from the 10th, Friedl Pfeifer, John Litchfield and Percy Rideout. Aspen opened in the winter of 1946-7, and a core of 10th Mountain veterans including Curt Chase, Pete Seibert, and Steve Knowlton soon gathered in the distressed town. Unlike many cities in the immediate aftermath of the war, housing was plentiful and cheap in Aspen, for a time. Walter Paepcke’s interest was in establishing a cultural center in the mountains, and his Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies immediately drew some of the world’s leading creative figures. The town managed to attract the FIS world championships in 1950, setting the stage for Aspen to emerge as one of the most important and prestigious ski areas in the country. 
Almost simultaneously with Aspen, the Denver Chamber of Commerce appointed 10th veteran Larry Jump and Amherst ski racer Sandy Schauffler to make a study of possible ski area sites accessible from the city.
 They identified a high alpine cirque on the western side of Loveland Pass, and in May 1946 formed a corporation along with Dick Durrance, who had trained paratroops to ski in 1942 in an experiment that paralleled the 10th, and Max and Edna Dercum, who owned mining claims in the bowl.
 The area opened on a shoestring in the winter of 1947, then gained a more stable footing when Jump married a Bennington graduate working as a secretary at the area. Marjorie “Marnie” Brown served as a WAVE in the war, and as a member of a well-to-do steel family was able to undergird the finances of the new area.
 Once the area was on a sound operational footing, Jump became the U.S. distributor for Poma ski lifts, the affordable disc-shaped surface tows invented by Polish engineer Jean Pomagalski that opened up large swaths of ski terrain around the country.

Unlike Aspen, the valley that now contains the town and ski resort of Vail was little-known to soldiers of the 10th who trained at Camp Hale, as no town existed on the future site, only a few scattered ranches. Pete Seibert, an MTG and 86th sergeant who was critically wounded at the village of Monteforte in March, 1945 had a difficult recovery, but was sufficiently recuperated to race in the 1950 FIS championships at Aspen. Searching for a site to develop as a ski area, he was alerted to the north-facing slopes of Vail with its expansive back bowls by Earl Eaton, an area native who had helped build Camp Hale.
 Seibert recruited a core group of investors and went about quietly acquiring land in the valley while obtaining Forest Service permits for use of the federal acreage on the higher slopes. He soon enlisted fellow 10th veteran and Skiing magazine editor Bob Parker to handle marketing, though Parker’s role would grow to encompass operations as well. In 1960, ski area consultant Sel Hannah wrote that Vail’s “ski terrain is so superior to most areas that it can draw skiers from all parts of the country—given proper promotion. Future expansion is almost unlimited.”
 Hannah’s prediction was sound not just for the Vail slopes he surveyed, but for the adjoining Beaver Creek area that the Vail investors championed as a site for the 1972 Winter Olympic Games. The Olympics were held elsewhere in 1972, but Beaver Creek opened in 1980 after a wrenching 4-year process of obtaining Forest Service approval, in which Parker played a pivotal role.
 Beaver Creek is known around the world for hosting the World Ski Championships in 1989, 1999 and 2015, and holds the first World Cup race of the season in the country each year. It shares with Aspen the distinction of the being most prominent ski resort to feel the influence of 10th Mountain Division veterans.
One of the many areas that did business with Larry Jump’s Poma distributorship was Mount Bachelor in Bend, Oregon. Bill Healy, a former private in the 86th headquarters company who had won the division boxing title in his weight division, was a primary figure in bringing a ski resort to central Oregon
. Along with a small group of like-minded skiers, Healy rounded up investors and after the delays, setbacks and complications common to all ski area ventures, obtained a Forest Service permit to develop the mountain.
 The area opened with Healy as general manager and its Poma lift operational for the winter of 1959, then added a Riblet double chair in the fall of 1961. Healy continually scouted new terrain, and seven more chairlifts were added in the 1960s and 1970s as the ski resort grew under his management, reaching 257,000 skier visits in the winter of 1975.
 In 1980 Bill Healy was diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s disease, losing his ability to ski. He continued his daily rounds of the mountain in a snowcat, and stayed active until his 1988 retirement, five years after the summit of the 9,065-foot mountain was reached with lift access. Mount Bachelor today is the largest ski area in the state of Oregon.
In the mid-1950s, skiers exploring the Cascade Range for ski area potential focused on the Corral Pass area northeast of Mount Rainier. Their attention soon shifted to the south to the Silver Creek valley whose upper reaches drained Round Mountain and Crystal Mountain. In 1958, Crystal Mountain, Inc. was formed with a board of 15, including Roe Duke Watson, one of the ski mountaineers who had made exploratory trips. Watson was a member of the Columbia Icefields expedition that tested Studebaker Weasels, and a 10th Recon/MTG soldier who ended the war with the rank of captain and a Bronze Star.
 Unlike Mount Bachelor, whose organization struggled to raise $100,000 for its first chairlift, Crystal Mountain was relatively well-funded, having raised $852,000 in a stock offering purchased by 824 families by July, 1959.
 The area opened in for the winter of 1963, delayed for several years by the need to obtain state and county funding for an access road. Two double chairlifts constructed in series brought skiers to the summit of Round Mountain, since re-named Crystal Mountain, and a T-bar and seven rope tows added to the capacity.
 By 1965, the chairlift count was four, and the area had hosted the NCAA championships and the national alpine championships, which included the venerable Silver Skis race once held on Rainier. “Crystal was the first to take the plunge as a resort in the Northwest,” Watson claimed, differentiating Crystal from the mostly day-use only areas of the region on the basis of the condominiums, the first in Washington, constructed at the base in 1963. 
 In 1968, Ed Link, who had known Watson in the Army, was hired as general manager and would serve in that capacity until 1981. Link, also a 10th Recon veteran, had left Camp Hale in December 1943 to command the unique 2662 detachment that trained British troopers at their Mountain School at Terminello, Italy.
 When Link arrived at Crystal Mountain as general manager, the financial outlook was troubled, with the resort over-extended, but with his retirement the organization had no debt. “Everything that’s good about Crystal you can credit to Ed Link,” an area skier told a Seattle Post-Intelligencer reporter. “Everything that’s bad—which isn’t much—is despite him.”

Locating, planning, financing, and building a ski area on a major scale requires the hard work, funds, acumen, persistence and luck of a large group of people. Veterans of the 10th Mountain Division were prominent in many ski area development projects after the war, but none of the veterans acted as individuals, and many more former mountain troopers were important in hundreds of ski-based activities that were not in the limelight. Nonetheless, more than any other group, and unsurprisingly given their self-selected military service in the alpine world, veterans of the 10th shaped how America skied in the postwar years. 
Coda

“Well, there it is, a Division of men called Mountain Troops, composed of a few real mountaineers, many amateur mountain men, many good mule packers, many skiers and snowshoers, a great many who had received adequate Army training in mountains, but who were at heart flatlanders. There were some who couldn’t ski, some who were scared of heights, some couldn’t rappel, some couldn’t pack a mule, some hated the sight of hills, some loved it. But they were all soldiers and they could all fight, and they were with others who could both fight and climb and lead them through any mountains; and best of all they were proud as hell at being U.S. mountain troops!”

R. Livermore, Jr., passing Gibraltar westbound on Troopship, To the N.S.P.S.
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The one-time silver mining boom town of Aspen, Colorado was familiar to many members of the 10th during the war, as its Roch Run was an attractive ski destination for weekends away from Camp Hale, and for the welcoming hospitality of the Hotel Jerome. The Aspen detachment of the 87th, 30 men and 2 officers, spent several months camped at Ashcroft in the fall of 1942, testing the premise that soldiers without special training could learn to erect simple bridges and aerial tramways under the direction of engineering officers. This photograph may depict members of that detachment as it prepared to depart from Aspen to Camp Hale in November 1942. Many soldiers of the division noted that Aspen might be fertile ground for postwar development as a ski town.
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2-2004.020.0193.jpg
Friedl Pfeifer, left, and John Litchfield are shown in the summer of 1946 at Aspen as they worked to get a ski area operational. Friedl Pfeifer was a native of St. Anton, Austria, where he had been a top ski racer and important instructor in the Hannes Schneider Ski School, then the best-known font of ski technique in the world. Pfeifer had emigrated to America and run the ski school at Sun Valley before the war, then served in 10th Recon/MTG at Camp Hale. Before he left for Italy with the 10th, he met with the ski club in Aspen and discussed plans for bringing skiing to the town. Litchfield, a Mainer who was a stalwart of the Dartmouth ski team in the 1930s, was a captain in the division headquarters of the 10th, and after the war was a co-director of the ski school at Aspen with Friedl Pfeifer and Percy Rideout. Here Litchfield is shown in a uniform shirt with the 10th patch on his left shoulder. 
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3-2004.020.0320.jpg
On arriving in Aspen, John Litchfield and his wife Jean renovated a restaurant and bar into the Red Onion and developed it into a lively tavern in the rising ski town. Litchfield, Pfeifer and Rideout were the first of many 10th veterans to gravitate to postwar Aspen: others included Bud Phillips, Fritz Benedict, Steve Knowlton, Pete Seibert, Bil Dunaway, and Bob Parker. 
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4-2006.047.0163.jpg
Steve Knowlton, seen here in Aspen in 1954 with his son Jamie, was a Holderness and University of New Hampshire ski racer who went into the 10th Recon and served in Italy. In the interval between the end of hostilities and the 10th’s return to the States, Knowlton ruled the ski races held on the Grossglockner, where he placed third, and Mount Mangart, which he won. He raced on the U.S. ski team in the 1948 Winter Olympic Games, and competed in the FIS championships at Aspen in 1950. By that time, he had opened his Golden Horn restaurant in the town, which was famous for its raucous floor shows that he masterminded. 
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5-Larry and Marnie classic.jpg
Even before joining the mountain troops in April 1942, Larry Jump had been captured by the German military in 1939 as he served as a volunteer in the French ambulance service. He picked up skiing as a student at Exeter and Dartmouth, where he was captain of the ‘B’ ski team. He was wounded in Italy with the 87th, and was awarded a Bronze Star. In Colorado in 1946, responding to a prospectus of the U.S. Forest Service, Jump recruited his fellow Dartmouth skier Dick Durrance, and with Thor Groswold and Sandy Schauffler they formed a company to develop Arapahoe Basin. Raising funds in the immediate postwar period proved challenging, but the area opened with a rope tow on the upper mountain in 1946-47. In 1947 Jump married Marjorie “Marnie” Brown of Pittsburgh, who had come west to ski. Marnie Jump became an active partner in the enterprise in the first years, especially with the ski school and a ground-breaking amputee ski program. 

Courtesy of Alan Henceroth, Arapahoe Basin

6-Aerial view of A Basin.tif
This April 1961 aerial photograph of Arapahoe Basin shows the ski terrain in the central bowl that was developed in the early years by Larry Jump and his partners. Since then, the Pallavicini area to the lower right and Montezuma Bowl, on the far side of the summit tow terminal seen on the ridge in the center, have substantially expanded the acreage of the resort. The area’s founders are commemorated in the five double diamond chutes in the Montezuma Bowl named Max (Dercum), Groswold, Durrance, Schauffler and Jump, while Marnie Jump is remembered in Marjorie’s Bowl, just out of the photo to the lower left. As the U.S. distributor of Poma lifts when those surface tows were within the financial reach of community groups seeking to start ski areas across the country, Larry Jump was an important figure in the spread of skiing in the 1950s and 1960s.
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This encampment of a detachment of the 10th was located at Vail Pass in September 1943. The valley in which the future resort of Vail would be built was not far from Camp Hale, and was certainly passed on U.S. Highway 6 by many soldiers, but the view from the road seemed nondescript, and the area’s potential as a ski area went undiscovered for years even as people searched for prime ski area sites after the war.
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Pete Seibert worked as a ski patroller in Aspen just after the war, then in 1950 attended L’Ecole Hoteliére de Lausanne in Switzerland, learning the art of hotel management on the G.I. Bill. Returning to Colorado, he became manager of Loveland Pass ski area, then moved to Aspen Highlands in 1957. By then, Earl Eaton had taken Seibert on a March climb up the mountain just west of Vail Pass that Seibert decided he would spend his life developing.
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9-Pre-development Vail.tif
Today the site of Vail, Colorado, the valley of Gore Creek was largely vacant land in the 1950s when Earl Eaton and Pete Seibert began making plans to develop it into a ski resort. 
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10-Beaver Creek 1978.tif
Vail became a success soon after it opened in 1962, and by the end of the decade was on its way to becoming one of the premier ski resorts in North America. Once Seibert and Eaton had assembled a team of investors including 10th veteran Ben Duke, Jr., that secured the financing at the heart of the success of the area, he recruited two 10th men, Bob Parker and Bill “Sarge” Brown, to help him run the marketing and operations side of the resort, and the growing municipality at the foot of the mountain. With the Vail area established, the organization moved to open a new ski area at Beaver Creek just to the west, to be the site of some events of the 1972 Winter Olympic Games. The Colorado electorate voted down the Games, but the Beaver Creek project proceeded, with permits obtained in the very challenging regulatory climate of the 1970s thanks in great part to Parker’s persistence. This 1978 photograph records the beginning of construction at the Beaver Creek village site. 
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11-BillHealy.tif
Bill Healy first skied at age 11 at Mount Hood, Oregon. He frequented the ski shop run in a Portland department store by Northwest ski pioneer Hjalmar Hvam. Healy was a gatekeeper at the 1939 Nationals at Mount Hood when future 10th trooper Toni Matt won the downhill. With his background, Healy easily qualified for the mountain troops. Following his service with the 86th headquarters company that earned him a Bronze Star, Healy got a degree in Forestry, specializing in furniture manufacturing in preparation for joining his family furniture business. Transferred to Bend to run the family store there, he joined the Skyliner Club and fell in with the local skiers. 
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In collaboration with others, including Bend native Gene Gillis, who would be named to the 1948 U.S. Olympic ski team and would work in ski area design at Stratton Mountain and Keystone, Bill Healy assembled a group of investors, obtained a Forest Service permit to start a ski area on Mount Bachelor, then called Bachelor Butte, and got the area started with a Poma lift in 1959. In 1983, lift access to the 9,065-foot summit was constructed, and Mount Bachelor is now the largest ski resort in the state. 
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13-RDWatson 1945.jpg
Captain Roe Duke Watson, seen here in Italy in February 1945, among other assignments in the 10th, was commander of the climbing school at Seneca Rocks, with future Sierra Club and Friends of the Earth leader David Brower and Raffi Bedayn as his assistants. Watson was wounded on Mount della Torraccia on February 24 and received a Bronze Star. 

R. Duke Watson collection, The Mountaineers Archives

14-SSPicard scan RD Watson.jpg
Duke Watson was a founding member of the board of Crystal Mountain, Inc., formed in Washington in 1958. Here, he points to terrain under Silver King Peak from Silver Queen Peak, soon after the area opened in 1963. Five years later, Ed Link, Watson’s predecessor as commander of the Seneca Rocks climbing school in the 10th, came on as general manager of Crystal and guided its operations until 1981.
R. Duke Watson collection, The Mountaineers Archives
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