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 The State of Vermont appropriated over a half million dollars of highway funds for construction of access roads to five fledgling ski 
areas in 1957. Included in that appropriation, Killington’s approach road was built in 1958 by the state, which also added $30,000 
to the project for a parking lot and base lodge. Here, Preston Smith looks over construction of the access road.

Vermonters had long been aware that their neighbor to the east, 
New Hampshire, had taken a large role in the encouragement of the 
fledgling ski industry in the 1930s. The ski area that New Hampshire 
built around an aerial tramway at Cannon Mountain was seen in 
Vermont chiefly as an affront to private enterprise that would stifle 
future private investments in skiing. With the development of Mount 
Mansfield on state forest land, Vermont established a precedent 
for leasing state lands for skiing, and in the 1950s that policy was 
expanded to include funding for ski area access roads, parking lots 
and in some case, water and sewer systems.1 

Postwar ski area construction in Vermont surpassed that in New 

Hampshire, so that in 1961, that state reported that Vermont had 
60 major ski lifts, compared to 33 in New Hampshire. Of the nine 
major ski areas in New England, the top seven were in Vermont. 
Mount Snow alone had 60% of the uphill lift capacity of the 
entire state of New Hampshire, while Mount Mansfield had 40%. 
Clearly, Vermont’s economic incentives for ski area development 
were effective.

So successful was the state support for skiing established in 1957, 
that by 1969 the Forest and Parks Department could assess that 
“the original intent…to help establish and foster the ski industry 
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Mission
New England Ski Museum collects, conserves, and exhibits 
elements of ski history for the purposes of research, educa-
tion, and inspiration.

Specifically, the Museum:

❖	collects and preserves examples of ski equipment, 
	 clothing, art, and ephemera;

❖	collects and preserves photographic records, films, and 
	 historic documents of skiing;

❖	maintains a reference library of ski literature, including 
	 books and periodicals;

❖	collects and preserves memorabilia of the 10th 
	 Mountain Division;

❖	maintains an oral history library of notable skiers;

❖	provides exhibitions about the history of skiing and its 
	 importance to social and economic development; and

❖	provides education programs for its community. 
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Paul Valar Society
Have you considered including New England Ski Museum 
in your estate plan?

By including a financial bequest to the Museum in their estate 
planning, Paul Valar Society members continue the Museum’s 
mission to preserve the history and heritage of skiing beyond 
their lifetime. The Society takes its name from Paul Valar, the 
charismatic and influential ski school director and coach who 
was the first president of the New England Ski Museum.

If you have made provision for the Museum in your 
planning, we would appreciate knowing that so we can thank 
you. Bequests need not meet any particular threshold, and the 
amount of the bequest need not be shared with the Museum. 
If you are considering such a step in concert with your financial 
advisor, a Museum board member or senior staffer can provide 
more information.
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A lot of snow has gone over the dam 
and what a winter we had here in New 
England providing the greatest true 
powder snow that I can remember! It’s 
been a little longer than normal since our 
last Journal but I would be remiss not to 
give you an update on the Museum’s two 
racing events.

On the 7th of March we held both the Hannes Schneider Meister 
Cup Race at Cranmore Mountain Resort and the Bretton Woods 
Nordic Marathon at Omni Mount Washington Resort. There 
was a strong contingent of 10th Mountain Division soldiers at 
the Schneider race that included John Duffy, John Barton, Fred 
Hartwell, Bernie Peters, John McDonald, Dick Calvert and Nelson 
Bennett of the original 10th. The Associated Press was on hand to 
capture the memorable events of celebrating Nelson Bennett’s 100th 
birthday and Dick Calvert running the gates at 91 years young. 
Dick still has what it takes as he beat all of the 10th “youngsters” 
quite handily! The Marathon had its biggest turnout yet with 325 
competitors from around the US and Canada. These two events are 
the largest fundraisers to support the New England Ski Museum 
and our mission to preserve the history and heritage of the sport of 
skiing. They could never be so successful without the generosity 
of the host resorts, event sponsors, resort’s staff and a large group 
of volunteers. We thank all of you very much!!

We had a delightful party at the Museum on June 12th to celebrate 
the opening of our new annual exhibit; The Mountains of Maine: 
Skiing in the Pine Tree State. We were very pleased to have Wende 
Gray, President of the Ski Museum of Maine, along with Bruce 
Miles, Executive Director, and Scott Andrews, Research Director. 
Our Museum is very grateful to the aforementioned for all of the 
assistance they provided to Jeff Leich and his staff in helping them 
put together this new annual exhibit. Also joining us that evening 
was John Christie the self-appointed spokesperson for Maine skiing 
and the author of the book Sugarloaf. Incidentally John along 
with some close friends recently skied Mount Washington. At the 
tender age of 79 I congratulate him on this feat even though they 
did access the upper snowfields by vehicle. A great example of 
working smarter not harder!

I was very sad to learn recently of the loss of Bob Thomson, who 
passed away this past April. He was a great friend of the Museum, 
a strong supporter of our efforts, a long standing Board member 
and served as the President of the New England Ski Museum from 
1995 through 1997. We share the sadness with Bob’s family and 
friends and we will miss him. You will find Bob’s obituary in the 
back of this Journal.

I hope that you enjoy this issue and again ask for any feedback or 
subjects you’d like us to address in future Journals.

You may or may not have noticed that 
we have fallen behind schedule with the 
Journal. Our usual pattern has been to 
acknowledge new members, volunteers, 
and donations received in one calendar 
quarter in each Journal issue, and to see 
that issue in print within two months of 
the end of that quarter. With this Journal, 
I hope that we will get back to our normal 
publication calendar, and this is why this 

issue contains acknowledgement notices from the three quarters that 
ended on March 31. The lead article is the last section of our exhibit 
content from the 2014 exhibit on skiing in Vermont. The Vermont 
exhibit has given way in the Museum to our 2015 exhibit, The 
Mountains of Maine: Skiing in the Pine Tree State, which opened on 
June 12. The Maine material will appear in three upcoming issues, 
and we are also planning an in-depth article by E. John B. Allen on 
the Marquis Nicolò degli Albizzi, described by John as “one of the 
most curious figures in North American skiing”.

In researching his Albizzi article, John made use of the digitized 
skiing-related papers of Lowell Thomas, which are a small segment 
of the larger Lowell Thomas papers at Marist College Archives 
and Special Collections. The college archivist at Marist kindly 
offered digital access to those skiing papers to Museum members, 

and they can now be viewed from the Museum’s website under the 
Collections menu. Lowell Thomas was not only a groundbreaking 
journalist in radio and television, but also a passionate skier who 
cultivated a wide acquaintance among the notable skiers of his day. 
Museum visitors may recall that vintage ski films are shown in the 
Lowell Thomas Theater in the Museum building.

Much of the digitized correspondence is between Lowell Thomas 
and two European ski instructors that he befriended, the Marquis 
Albizzi and Erling Strom. Both were outstanding personalities who 
taught skiing at Lake Placid in the 1920s, and pioneered skiing in 
Western Canada. These digital archives from the Lowell Thomas 
papers make for fascinating reading and represent a valuable 
research source. 

Collections tasks here at the Museum usually escape notice due to 
their behind-the-scenes nature. Nevertheless, the work goes on. Two 
recent projects have been to prepare a comprehensive collections 
management policy, and to obtain funding to speed up the pace of 
digitization of images. Registrar Karin Martel has worked on the 
collections management policy that will guide the staff through 
topics such as acquisitions, loans and collections care. We have also 
applied for a grant to digitize some of our most important films, 
and if that funding is approved, we can hope to view little-known, 
historical, and entertaining footage of ski seasons past.

President’s Message	 By Bo Adams

Director’s Report	 By Jeff Leich
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Preston Smith measures the snow depth at Killington in the winter 
of 1956. As a young college graduate, Smith approached Perry 
Merrill to discuss the possibility of purchasing Mount Ascutney, 
but financing would have been a barrier. Merrill, who had been 
thinking of Killington as a ski mountain since 1946, advised Smith 
to look at that mountain before making a decision. 

Joseph D. Sargent, on the right, was Preston Smith’s first partner and 
investor in Killington. Sargent, like Smith from Connecticut, was a 
Yale graduate who had been a ski racer and patroller at Stowe and 
Mohawk while in college. He became a partner in an investment 
firm specializing in insurance companies. Smith and Sargent were 
soon joined by Walter Morrison, who had run a sawmill and timber 
business in Oregon, and the three of them issued a stock prospectus 
and slowly accumulated a bare minimum of capital to proceed 
with construction once the access road was complete. Here, Smith 
and Sargent and their wives, Sue Smith, left, and Mary Sargent 
are seen on the mountain in the winter of 1959.

has been achieved, and it should no longer be necessary to nurture 
the industry.”2

The increase in ski tourism was accompanied by rising land values, 
increasing real estate development, and higher property taxes in ski 
towns. Rapid development reached such a pitch in the late 1960s 
that legislation regulating land use and water quality was introduced 
and passed as Acts 250 and 252 in April, 1970. The Wilmington-
Dover area was the epicenter of the most concentrated real estate 
development, and it was there that Governor Deane Davis, when 
shown highway strip urbanization and failing septic systems, 
concluded the environmental legislation was necessary.3 While the 
legislation was aimed at overall development, not specifically at 
the ski industry, ski area growth seemed to suffer for the first few 
years of Act 250. However, later studies concluded that some 94% 
of projects considered under Act 250 up to 1972 were approved, 
with 6% denied or withdrawn.4

Act 250 was not the only headwind that ski areas faced in the 1970s. 
In addition to several winters with poor snow, and rising energy costs 
associated with the 1973 oil embargo, a large jury award arising 
from a skier’s injury at Stratton Mountain set a legal precedent that 
initially called into question the continued availability of insurance 
for ski resorts. In Sunday vs. Stratton, James Sunday, a 21year 
old novice skier who had suffered a paralyzing injury at Stratton 
in 1974, was granted a $1.5 million settlement in 1977. Not only 
was the sheer size of the award astounding for the time, but the 
precedent the case established that ski areas were responsible for 
the safety of skiers appeared to alter the long-standing convention 
that the skier shouldered the risk of injury.5 

The new legal landscape was addressed in a statute drawn up by 
Rutland attorney David Cleary and passed by the legislature that 
clarified the relative responsibilities of skiers and resorts, largely 
restoring the historic balance whereby skiers assumed the risks of 
the sport that existed before the Sunday case. The Vermont statute 
was promulgated by the National Ski Areas Association as model 

legislation for other states with ski areas, and by 1979 similar codes 
were pending or passed in 28 states.6

The novelty of uphill transport options for skiers in the 1930s and 
1940s contributed immensely to the growth of what was called 
then downhill-only skiing, but the uniqueness seemed to wear off 
for some skiers beginning in the 1950s. Nordic skiing had never 
gone out of fashion in the prep schools and colleges, and the Putney 
School and Vermont Academy, both in the Brattleboro region, were 
reservoirs of Nordic expertise.

The Putney area in particular became a hub of Nordic skiing 
ferment, as 1952 Olympian and Olympic team coach John Caldwell 
cemented a reputation as a cross-country training guru that attracted 
prospective Olympians from afar. Among the Nordic Olympians 
to emerge from the Putney center were Mike Gallagher, Martha 
Rockwell, Bob Gray, Caldwell’s own four children, and Bill Koch, 
owner of the only American cross-country Olympic medal to date. 
As cross-country touring came into its own phase of popularity in 
the 1960s and 1970s, Caldwell’s 1964 book The Cross-Country Ski 
Book became a skiing best seller. 

Cross-country would emerge early at Stowe as well as Brattleboro. 
Mount Mansfield’s Sepp Ruschp and longtime Nordic instructor 
Erling Strom cooked up the Stowe Derby in 1944, a race from the 
summit of Mansfield to the town of Stowe modeled on the Parsenn 
Derby. 7 Several decades later, the Trapp Family Lodge near Stowe 
opened up the first resort ski touring center in the winter of 1969, 
with a Norwegian, Per Sørlie, as an instructor, skiing on ungroomed
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Sue and Pres Smith view plans in their first office, in the 1860’s-era Bates farmhouse that was the closest house to the mountain. Conditions 
at the farmhouse were primitive at best in the late 1950s, and at least one prospective jobseeker, Hans Thorner, soon to be developer of 
Magic Mountain, was turned away by the rough edges of the future Killington operation. Susanne Hahn Smith was a native of Vienna, 
Austria whose parents moved to Connecticut in 1938. She met Smith in Connecticut and they were married in 1955.
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Killington opened with two Poma lifts on 3,592-foot Snowden 
Mountain on December 13, 1958. The next year a chairlift was 
planned for Killington Peak itself, financed by a second stock 
issue and a $50,000 loan from the Vermont Development Credit 
Corporation (VDCC). Approval of that loan had to wait until the 
VDCCs ski consultant, Sepp Ruschp of Stowe, who had vetoed the 
project the year before, traveled to Europe. Building the 6,300-foot 
Pomalgalski chairlift, delivered behind schedule, took place in the 
bitter winter of 1960, with crews hampered by extreme wind, cold 
and snow depths as they struggled to erect the lift, largely with hand 
labor. Despite the harrowing installation process, Killington’s first 
chairlift opened in March, 1960.
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In the three years from 1968 through 1970, Killington’s four-
person, three and a half-mile, three-section gondola was 
built to the summit of Killington Peak. Originally designed 
by the Carlevaro-Savio firm, the massive project forced the 
Italian lift builder to sell to a larger company, Agudio. In 
the end Killington personnel had to do much of the design 
and installation.
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NEW IN THE SKI MUSEUM LIBRARY
by E. John B. Allen

The Laurence R. Young collection of books concerning ski safety comprises about 30 
books, journals, congress papers from the world over, Switzerland, Japan, Kazakstan 
and Norway besides the USA. They reflect one of Larry Young’s scientific passions with 
skiing safety and trauma. The time span is from the 1970s until 2014 and the collection 
provides foundation research possibilities for anyone following in Larry’s footsteps 
researching skiing trauma and safety. They are a magnificent addition, for example, to 
some of the papers left to the museum recently by John Fry.

Nybelius, Marit Stub and Annette R. Hofmann, License to Jump! A Story of Women’s 
Ski Jumping. Stockholm: Beijbom Books, 2015.
Published during the World Cup Championships at Falun in February, Nybelius and 
Hofmann seized the moment to analyze just how and why women have had such a hard 
time being permitted into international ski jumping competition. The book starts with 
a general overview and history of ski jumping (John Allen), has a chapter on North 
American women jumping history (Ingrid Wicken) and then comes the heart of the 
book dealing with the way that officials (men) delayed the permission to jump, even 
managing to defeat a law suit brought on by the women at the Vancouver Olympics in 
2010 (Nybelius, Hofmann, Patricia Vertinsky, Sharon Jette and Gerd von der Lippe). 
Women were on the program at the Sochi Games and now in the World Cup….Is ski 
flying next?
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The Bear Mountain section of Killington was opened in late 1979. 
The development of a ski trail on the extreme gradient of Outer 
Limits, seen here, was made possible by the ongoing advancement 
of snowmaking and grooming technology. Bear Mountain’s first 
season, the winter of 1980, was a notable low-snowfall winter in 
New England, but Killington managed to operate for 221 days. 
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Killington’s reputation as a late season mountain 
stretches back to the late 1970s, when expanded 
snowmaking made it possible for the resort to 
routinely operate into late May. 

As a young forester, Perry Merrill traveled to Sweden as a fellow at 
the Royal College of Forestry. There he observed the mass appeal 
that skiing held for Swedes, and envisioned creating ski facilities in 
his home state of Vermont. Named as state forester in 1929, Merrill 
was among a small group of his state peers brought to Washington 
as the Civilian Conservation Corps was in the planning stages to 
vet the proposal. Hence he was well-positioned to assign ski trail 
projects to the CCC crews once they were activated in Vermont, 
and Mount Mansfield was their first focus. After the Depression 
and war were over, Merrill took the lead in leasing state mountain 
holdings to private ski area builders, and in convincing the state 
legislature to support the sport as an economic development policy.
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Mount Snow’s 300-bed Snow Lake Lodge opened in 1963. It had twin A-frame entrances on each side, and from one of them the Air 
Car, a base access gondola, shuttled skiers in a modernist cabin from lodge to base across Snow Lake.

When Mount Snow opened in 
December, 1954, Wilmington, seen 
here, and West Dover experienced 
an immediate upturn in business 
activity. The Hartford Times reported 
that most weekends the parking lot 
reached its capacity of 2,000 cars. 
Lodging was scarce that first winter, 
so in the summer of 1955 lodges 
were built as Brattleboro banks 
loosened previously tight lending 
guidelines regarding ski businesses, 
and that summer a shortage of 
skilled labor was noted. Real 
estate prices jumped immediately. 
The Hartford paper reported on a 
farmer who subdivided a 50-acre 
parcel that cost him $200 and sold 
just one lot for $11,000. This was 
welcome news in the hard economic 
times of the mid-1950s, but as the 
years progressed and development 
did not stop, negative aspects 
like increased taxes brought on 
by rising real estate values, strip 
development and inadequate or 
non-existent infrastructure like 
sewage systems became evident.
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Mount Snow’s heated outdoor swimming pool was a new feature 
for eastern ski resorts when it opened in 1958. 

Amateur Ski Club of New York member Frank Snyder learned 
about Stratton Mountain from Stowe ski instructor Bob Wright 
in 1959, who had already sketched out a development plan. Ski 
area consultant Sel Hannah wrote Wright “I have always been 
disappointed that most groups were interested only in erecting 
lifts and building trails…I am pleased that you have land options 
to allow for private cabins, chalets and homes.” Frank Synder 
assembled a group of investors and after the sort of struggles with 
financing and construction on difficult terrain that were common 
to most Vermont areas, opened Stratton in late 1961. While in 
Austria in 1960, Snyder was taken with the architectural style of 
buildings in the village of Alpbach near Innsbruck, and had his 
architect incorporate that look into the design of the Stratton base 
lodge and associated buildings.
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The concept of an alpine village with ski lift access within walking 
distance was in the air in the late 1950s. Hubert von Pantz at 
Mittersill, Pete Seibert at Vail, and Frank Snyder at Stratton were 
early advocates. Hans Thorner’s Magic Mountain, operational in 
1960, was the earliest such village in Vermont, the first of many 
that would be built in succeeding decades.  This substantial chalet 
is at Magic Mountain.
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The Stratton Mountain base lodge designed by Alexander McIlvaine 
in Austrian style is seen in this postcard of Stratton. Austrian themes 
and personalities were ubiquitous at Stratton. Ski school director 
Emo Heinrich hired musically inclined Austrian instructors who 
entertained as the Stratton Mountain Boys. In 1977, Heinrich hired 
NYU economics graduate Jake Burton Carpenter as a bartender 
at his Birkenhaus lodge. In his spare time Carpenter began 
fabricating snowboards in Heinrich’s wood shop, the beginning of 
the Burton company that would come to dominate the new sport. 
Stratton Mountain became one of the first ski resorts to embrace 
snowboarding.
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Townhouses and condominiums appeared in Vermont in the mid-1960s, though at that time the state did not have the specific 
legislation governing condominium matters that other states were passing. As a result, architects were careful to design 
individual units that would fit existing regulations as independent units. These buildings are near Bromley.
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In the winter of 1965, land near ski areas was reported to cost 
as much as $4,000 per acre. Demand continued to grow in the 
late 1960s, and Haystack near Mount Snow, seen above, sold 
large numbers of small lots. Lacking a central sewage system, the 
development caused a dispute with the town authorities, just at a 
time when Governor Deane Davis was invited to the Wilmington-
Dover area to view the rapid development there. “I can’t believe 
I’m still in Vermont,” he was reported as saying when he viewed the 
strip development. Accompanying him was state Attorney General 
James Jeffords, who wrote that the governor saw untreated sewage 
“bubbling out of the ground next to some quick-built ski chalets.” 
This and other perceived threats to the state environment resulted 
in the passage of legislation written by Jeffords and others called 
Act 250 in April, 1970. Act 250 and its companion piece Act 252, 
which dealt with water quality, required new developments of ten 
acres or more to go through a state review process. Though not 
aimed specifically at ski areas, the act did halt or delay some ski 
area expansion plans for several transitional years, while ultimately 
encouraging the kind planned development that most areas were 
already practicing. “Act 250 is a great thing for the state. It’s going 
to make the big difference in Vermont—and we’re going to prosper 
with it,” Preston Smith of Killington, a member of the first State 
Environmental Board told a reporter.

N
ew

 E
ng

la
nd

 S
ki

 M
us

eu
m

Consternation across the ski business was the result of a 1977 jury verdict 
arising out of the Sunday versus Stratton case. In 1974 James Sunday was 
seriously injured while skiing at Stratton, becoming paralyzed below the waist. 
His attorneys claimed that he became tangled in underbrush on the trail he 
was skiing, brush which the area should have removed. Ironically in view of 
the disruption this case caused in the ski business then dominated by veterans 
of the 10th Mountain Division, the judge in the case, Wynn Thomas Underwood, 
also was a veteran of company I, 87th Mountain Infantry, he noted in this early 
election placard. The $1.5 million award to Sunday and the legal precedent 
set that held areas responsible for injuries to skiers gave pause to companies 
that insured ski resorts. The outcome within several years was that attorney 
David Cleary of Rutland drafted legislation that explicitly placed the risk of 
injury on skiers, not ski areas, as previous practice and precedents held. Once 
passed by the Vermont legislature, Cleary’s statute was adopted as a model 
by most states with ski areas. 
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The first residential ski racing academy in the country emerged in 
Vermont in the winter of 1969-70. Martha Coughlin, whose family 
had recently relocated from New Hampshire ski country to the 
Boston area, cajoled and convinced her high school principal to 
allow her to complete her course work remotely while she lived 
at Burke Mountain near Lyndonville. Simultaneously she enlisted 
Warren Witherell, formerly a ski coach and teacher at prep schools 
and USEASA national junior coach who was working with St. 
Johnsbury skiers, to coach her in skiing and tutor her in her studies 
while she lived with area manager Joe Pete Wilson and his family 
at the mountain. The cobbled-together arrangement agreed with all 
concerned after the first winter, and several more students gravitated 
to what became Burke Mountain Academy the following winter. 
Coughlin was invited onto the US “B” ski team in 1971, and the 
academy concept quickly spread to other ski venues nationally: 
Green Mountain Valley School in the Mad River Valley and Stratton 
Mountain School at Stratton were two of the earliest.
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After two years as a national junior coach, Warren Witherell worked 
to establish an alpine race training center at Burke Mountain, with 
the cooperation of area owner Douglas Kitchell. The financial 
stability of Burke at the time was undergirded by the fact that 
Kitchell’s wife Helen was a member of the Binney & Smith family, 
makers of Crayola crayons. Martha Coughlin’s reluctance to leave 
Witherell’s alpine training center after the December 1969 vacation 
session for her new home in Swampscott and her academic and 
racing success in the winter of 1970 validated the notion of a full 
academy for ski race training, so that Witherell often credited her 
as a co-founder of Burke Mountain Academy. Witherell was an early 
advocate of boot canting and the efficiency of carved turns. His 
influential 1972 book How The Racers Ski developed those ideas 
with numerous photos of Burke and international racers, and was 
a best seller in the context of ski instruction books.  

Austrian skiwear manufacturer Bogner opened this 
factory in Newport, Vermont beginning in the 1980s. An 
earlier American skiwear maker, Slalom Skiwear, also 
worked out of Newport. The Bogner plant at Newport 
is seen here in 1992.
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Much the same way that Andrea Mead Lawrence’s two gold medals 
in alpine energized  American skiers in 1952, Bill Koch’s 1976 silver 
medal in the 30 kilometer race at Innsbruck, the first Olympic medal 
won by an American in nordic, sparked extraordinary enthusiasm 
among nordic skiers just a half decade after it had seen a surge in 
popularity. Koch lived in Guilford, near Brattleboro, and trained 
with the John Caldwell clan.  In 1982, he intruded on traditional 
Scandinavian turf by winning the World Cup with the skating 
technique, which he had seen used occasionally but which he used 
throughout whole races. Here, Koch is seen hoisting a trophy at 
Stratton Mountain.
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logging roads and trails, and a fleet of imported Nordic skis. The 
touring center concept spread quickly in the few years after the 
von Trapps demonstrated its viability, as Nordic skiing enjoyed a 
rush of popularity reminiscent of the rise of alpine skiing in the 
1930s and 1940s. 

A revival of interest in the almost-forgotten telemark turn 
accompanied the surge in cross-country skiing, as backcountry skiers
sought to combine the light weight and comfort of cross-country gear 
with the ability to ski downhill under control. In Vermont, a former 
Killington patroller named Dick Hall happened on a photo of the 
telemark turn in a book, much as others had in other mountainous 
regions, largely unknown to the others. Hall established a telemark 
instruction program at Mad River Glen in 1980, and founded the 
Vermont-based North American Telemark Organization to spread 
instruction in this hybrid of alpine and cross-country disciplines.8

A unique innovation in ski race training emerged in the winter of 
1970 at Burke Mountain. Ski coach and educator Warren Witherell 
was coaching St. Johnsbury racers there in the fall of 1969. One 
promising racer in the program, 14-year-old Martha Coughlin, had 
grown up in North Conway, New Hampshire before her parents 
moved the family to Massachusetts. Coughlin arranged with her high 
school to pursue her course work independently with Witherell as 
a tutor, devoting half a day to race training at Burke and half to her 
studies. Coughlin’s hand-drawn sign “Burke Mountain Academy” 
posted on the school’s door was the first use of the name, and her 
successful studies gave proof of the concept’s viability. The next 
winter, 1971, several other students joined Coughlin, though her 
time there was limited as she was named to the US B ski team.9  Burke 
Mountain Academy was the first of dozens of ski racing academies 
in the country. The academy system of ski and snowboard training 
has proven its effectiveness in the quality of the colleges and 
universities its alumni attend, and the degree to which its graduates 
dominate selection onto the US ski and snowboard national teams. 

continued from page 4
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8 Dickie Hall, Telephone interview with Jeff Leich, May 1, 2009.

9 Warren Witherell, transcript of interview with Meredith Scott, 
Vermont Ski and Snowboard Museum, April 29, 2006. Martha 
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NEW MEMBERS
July 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015

Life Members
Charles E. Baldwin, III, Canaan, NH

John Bennink, Bristol, VT
Charles F. Kane Jr. and Anne W. Eldridge, Duxbury, MA

Everard Hatch, Portsmouth, NH

Corporate Members
David Covell, Saunderstown, RI

Supporting Members
Ted Johanson, Vinalhaven, ME

Newport Ski Club, Middletown, RI
Brian, Brooke, and Remmington Smith, Carroll, NH

Mark Wingsted, Plymouth, NH

Family Members
Kay Henry and Robert Center, Harpswell, ME

Michael Collins, Lisbon, NH
David and Maureen Crossett, Annapolis, MD

Ivar G. and Janice Dahl, Plymouth, NH
David Wilcox and Diane Davis, Mendon, VT

Larry Detrick Family, Wilson, WY
Mr. Jere Eames, Littleton, NH

Cathy Ellis Family, Medfield, MA
Joseph F. Gutleber, Jr. and Scott W. Emmons, Sea Cliff, NY

Royden and Valerie Grimm, Noank, CT
Ms. Blair Newcomb and Mr. Paul Henle, Concord, NH

Susan and P.J. Johnson Family, Kittery Point, ME
Ruth Kennedy Family, North Reading, MA

Joseph and Alison Krivickas Family, Winchester, MA
Dennis J. and Carol Pratt, Foxboro, MA

Gilbert Robert Family, North Conway, NH
The Bacon Family, Florence, MA

Frances A. and John F. Trainor, Saugus, MA
William White, Bristol, RI

Thacher White Family, Washington D. C.
Michael and Leslie Zimmer, Milton, MA

Individual Members
Steve Adams, Stowe, VT

Roy Banwell, Hanover, NH
Jessica Bartley, Nottingham, NH

Cheryl Bianchi, Littleton, NH
John Brady, Lyme, NH

James Burack, Milliken, CO
Bill Clark, Pepperell, MA

J. Dudley Clark III, Canaan, NH
Ann White Cole, Brookline, MA

Sean Doll, Littleton, NH
Linda Dresch Family, Jackson, NH

Kent Fitzpatrick, Sherman, MA
Dawn Gabel, Wappingers Falls, NY

Poppy Gall, Morristown, VT
Paul Grunland, Berkeley, CA

Melissa Hanson, Wolfeboro Falls, NH
Suzy Havran, Porstsmouth, NH

Lynn Huff, Oxford, CT
Ann Junnila, Sutton, MA

Earl Kishida, Rockport, MA
Tom LaHaise, III, Springfield, OH

Betsy Leggat, Brookline, MA
Deborah Leggat, Hingham, MA

John Leggat, Scituate, MA
Katharine Leggat, Groton, MA

Robert Leggat, Cohasset
Sarah Leggat, Boston, MA

Mike Maginn, Hamilton, MA
Bill Meyer, Spokane, WA

Michael Myers, Tualatin, OR
George O’Donnell, Jr., DMD, Lincoln, NH

Sharon Penney, Franconia, NH
Susan Pugh, Bloomington, IN

Robert Sanders, Kennebunkport, ME
Donna Shalek, Tenafly, NJ

Mike Simoni, North Conway, NH
Stratton Smith, Lincoln, NH

Theodore Stamas, Andover, MA
Cynthia Steele, Hood River, OR
Susan Tardanico, Franconia, NH

Chris Tella, Riverside, CT
Katie Tripp, Bedford, NH

Maxwell Van Houten, Craftsbury, VT
Dave Whittemore, Merrimack, NH

Lucy Wyman, Lancaster, NH
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These friends of the Museum made donations separate from membership dues during the dates shown. 
The list includes gifts to the Annual Fund Drive and general donations. We extend our gratitude for 
your generous support, which is critical to our success.

DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM 
July 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015

$1,000-$5,000
William Irwin, Rochester, VT

Nicholas B. and Carol M. Paumgarten, Oyster Bay, NY
Robert Traylor Jr., Needham, MA

Thomas A. and Martha E. Cottrill, New London, NH
Charles Pingree, Naples, FL

Jay C. and Becky Pingree, Marblehead, MA
George Carroll, Dover, MA

R. James and Karen K. Irwin, Contoocook, NH
Sharon J. and Guy F. LaVigne, New London, NH

John B. and Alice Pepper, Jackson, NH
Nicholas Skinner, Stowe, VT

Susan Tardanico, Franconia, NH

$500-$999
Jeff and Martha Leich, North Conway, NH
E. John B. and Heide Allen, Rumney, NH

Bruce A. and Nancy Berke, Bow, NH
Cal Conniff, Wells, ME

MountainGuard Insurance Program, Portsmouth, NH
Kennett R. and Patricia C. Kendall, Jr, Durham, NH

P. Andrews and Linda McLane, Weston, MA
Christopher and Maureen Oakes, Hayward, CA
River Run Company, Inc., North Conway, NH
Robert and Rosemarie Scully, Cambridge, MA

Bradford C. and Alice H. Williams, Norwich, VT
Sears C. and Carolyn C. Winslow, North Andover, MA

$250 to $499
Mike Krongel, Newton Centre, MA

Hans Huber, Concord, MA
Bo and Cindy Adams, York, ME

Nicholas C. and Ellen Besobrasov, Encinitas, CA
Sierra Bright, Dover, MA

Cabot Cameron and Family, Nashville, TN
Cleary Shahi and Aicher, P.C., Rutland, VT

Murray S. and Judith Danforth III, Providence, RI
Leonhard Demelbauer, Southampton, MA

Gilman Corporation, Gilman, CT
Carol Gittzus, Plymouth, NH

Peg Hamlin, Essex Junction, VT
Holiday Valley Resort, Ellicottville, NY
Nashoba Valley Ski Area, Westford, MA

Nancy and Jeffrey L. Randall, Dedham, MA
Tracy and Michael Roberge, Wayland, MA

Snow Time, Inc., York, PA
Karl Virgin, Ogunquit, ME

Wachusett Mountain Ski Area, Princeton, MA

$100-$249
Peter D. and Jessica Thomson, Chevy Chase, MD

Glenn White, East Syracuse, NY
Mrs. John Fallon, Waterville Valley, NH

Elizabeth E. and Steven P. Horan, Franconia, NH
Robert O’Neill, Stowe, VT

William Pingree, South Hamilton, MA
Virgilio Rodriguez, Reading, MA
Stefanie B. Valar, Lancaster, PA

Mr. Robert Zock Jr. Family, Warner, NH
Robert Beattie, Aspen, CO

Roger and Margaret L. Merrill III, Hingham, MA
Mt. Sunapee Area Ski Club, Bradford, NH

Michael, Francee, Tuckerman, and Madison Quinlan, Newbury, MA
Arthur Albert, Campton, NH

Wallace Ashnault, Penfield, NY
Attitash Mountain Resort, Bartlett, NH

William L. and Lee N. Bliss, Dedham, MA
Christina Valar Breen, Holden, ME

Bernard B. and Barbara B. Brown, Colorado Springs, CO
Charlotte Brown, Falmouth, ME

Allene C. and S. Jeffrey Burt, Franconia, NH
Lincoln and Stephanie Chafee, East Greenwich, RI

Chalmers Insurance Group, Bridgton, ME
Tom and Donna Chasse, Sand Point, ID

William P. and Marta M. Clough, New London, NH
Allen Collins, Boston, MA

Philip Cooke, Marblehead, MA
Tom and Daphne Corcoran, Johns Island, SC

Helen and Myron L. Cummings, Grantham, NH
Ruth Dawkins, West Dover, VT

Peggy Dean, Ketchum, ID
John Dias, West Newton, MA

Jeffrey S. and Jacqueline Downing, Plymouth, NH
Robert Duris, Hubbardston, MA

Peter Edwards, North Conway, NH
Leon A. and Carol J. Elwell, Port St. Lucie, FL

Hugh W. and Ann Evans, Boulder, CO
John Filiault, Williamstown, MA

Imogene Fish, Needham, MA
Robert R. and Carol F. Forcier, West Warwick, RI

Robert A. Fries, Waterville Valley, NH
Kathleen Lewis and George E. Wall, Hampton, NH

David F. and Carol S. Geyer, Hebron, CT
Josef Gmuender, Sarasota, FL

Gordi’s Fish and Steak House, Inc., Lincoln, NH
Nathan Grifkin, Waterville Valley
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These friends of the Museum made donations separate from membership dues during the dates shown. 
The list includes gifts to the Annual Fund Drive and general donations. We extend our gratitude for 
your generous support, which is critical to our success.

DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM 
July 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015

$100-$249
Lois M. Hatch, North Conway, NH

Thomas F. and Joanne Head, Peterborough, NH
George Helwig, Annapolis, MD

Joseph Hill, Boxford, MA
Ms. Langdon Holloway, Brooklyn, NY

Samuel Hull, Arundel, ME
Bill and Julie A. Hunt, Wolfeboro, NH

John Hussey Jr., Wellesley, MA
Jiminy Peak Mountain Resort, LLC, Hancock, MA

Charles Kane Jr., Duxbury, MA
Henry and Polly H. Kidder, New London, NH

G. Lawrence Langford, Wellesley, MA
Dr. Steven S. and Jane G. Larmon, Keene, NH

Charles Leavitt III, Mendota Heights, MN
Tom Lithgow, Gotha, FL

Charles Lovett, Franconia, NH
Walter “Robin” Lucy, Lakewood, CO

Peter MacDonald, Denver, CO
Malcolm N. and Barbara A. MacKenzie, Keene, NH
Kristin H. and John D. Macomber, Cambridge, MA

Roland Mailloux, Laconia, NH
Missy Mason, Holderness, NH

Jim and Kathy Maurer, Irvine, CA
A. Sloan McBurney, Dorset, VT
William McCollom, Bethel, VT

Anna McIntyre, Moultonborough, NH
Mark A. and Mary McSally, Narragansett, RI

Jack Middleton, Freedom, NH
Anne Milne, Manchester, NH

Dale T. and Jeffrey Milne, New London, NH
Bibi Gottschall and Gary Neptune, Boulder, CO

Dr. Roland O’Neal, Sleepy Hollow, NY
Penny Pitou, Gilford, NH
Jay Price, Truckee, CA

Eric and Lori Raichle Family, Bethlehem, NH
Thomas H. and Colleen C. Reynolds, New London

Jane Ross, Rutland, VT
Shirley Sanders, Exeter, NH

Sally W. and Allan H. Seymour, Dummerston, VT
Thomas Quarles, Jr. and Karen Simms, Brookline, NH

Leslie M. and Loretta A. Sparks Family, Claremont, NH
Star Lifts USA, Sunapee, NH

Christopher U. and Joyce C. Thoma, Franconia, NH
Edwin and Joan Tiffany, Boston, MA

Philip B. and Nancy G. Torrey, Amherst, MA
Tamsen R. and John Weekes, Buhl, ID

Glenn White, East Syracuse, NY 
Patricia Whitney, Arlington, MA

Daniel H. and Beverly Wolf, Newbury, NH
Gordon Wood Jr., Intervale, NH

Up to $99
Kenneth W. and Linda G. Davis, Chelmsford, MA

John T. and Maria Hynes, Easton, NH
John Koons, DMD, Waterville, ME

Robert D. and M. Lorena Selim, Annandale, VA
Eric S. and Linda H. White, Williamstown, MA

William Kirby, New Canaan, CT
Julie Meck Peet, New York, NY

Network For Good, Washington, D.C
Roger C. & Nancy Shumway Adams, Jr., West Simsbury, CT

Eric L. and Nancy Osborne Almquist, Belmont, MA
Terry and John Avallon, North Conway, NH

John Barton, Bristol, RI
Allan Beck, Jupiter, FL

John Benson, North Andover, MA
Joan Bertin-Lang Family, New York, NY

Robert Bond Jr., Jackson, NH
Thomas W. and Mary A. Boucher, Hooksett, NH
Edward S. and Jane H. Brewer Jr., Franconia, NH

Wendall Broomhall, Rumford, ME
Richard T. and Pat L. Brunelle, Intervale, NH

Bruce Bryant, Golden, CO
Jenifer Burckett-Picker, Lincoln, MA

Michael A. and Jennifer Calderone, Northport, NY
Georg and Janet H. Capaul, Campton, NH

Mary Chesebrough, Gilford, NH
Gregory P. and Mary Jean Connolly, Peterborough, NH

Edward Crist, Brecksville, OH
Alan Crocker, Ashburnham, MA

Christopher and Margaret Cushing, Salt Lake City, UT
Ivar G. and Janice Dahl, Plymouth, NH

Marie B. and James D. Dawson, Beverly, MA
David DeMatteis, Montclair, NJ

Christopher S. & Eileen K. Diamond, Steamboat Springs, CO
Robert D. and Cynthia C. Dunlap, Orono, ME

James Fain, Dallas, TX
Martin Ferris, Westborough, MA

Gay Folland, Conway, NH
Gage and Gage Productions, Inc., Telluride, CO

Anthony and Liane Mancini Gencarelli, Edison, NJ
Scott Gilbert Family, Lexington, MA

Mary Louis Green, Pittsburgh, PA
Ruth Griffin, Franconia, NH
David Gundy, Bedford, NH

Patricia Halpin Family, Sunapee, NH
Syd Havely, Marlton, NJ
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These friends of the Museum made donations separate from membership dues during the dates shown. 
The list includes gifts to the Annual Fund Drive and general donations. We extend our gratitude for 
your generous support, which is critical to our success.

DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM 
July 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015

Up to $99
Lorna S. and William Hamilton, Marblehead, MA
William T. and Nancy C. Hildick, Lake Oswego

George L. and Helen M. Hodgkins Jr., Severna Park, MD
David C. and Ruth B. Hoff, Woody Creek, CO

Thomas E. and Jill T. Hoffman, Marblehead, MA
Hydren Realty, Inc., Intervale, NH

Richard “Mac” and Robin Jackson, Waitsfield, VT
Anthony Jessen, Freeport, ME

Emily M. and John H. Johl, Essex, CT
Lawrence Kemp, Gilbert, AZ

Jeff, Debbie, Corbin, and Wyatt Kray, Tacoma, WA
Robert M. and Ann M. Kroon, Bryantville, MA

Al Lazure, Jr., Arlington, VA
Michael Leach, Stowe, VT

Katharine Leggat, Groton, MA
Paul Maloney, Cheshire, MA

Robert and Jacqueline Martin, Duxbury, MA
David B. and Katherine E. Mazza Family, Boston, MA

Peter R. and Meryl McDaniel, Stamford, CT
Daniel McEvoy, Garrison, NY

Ingrid K. and William E. Mercer, Lincoln, RI
Loye Miller, Jr., West Lebanon, NH

Anne and Gordon Mitchell, Pittsburgh, PA
John M. And Kay Morton, Thetford Center, VT

Kathleen Mulhern, New London, NH
Catherine Nodine, Portland, ME

Thomas O’Dowd, Wolfeboro, NH
George Olson Jr., Moultonborough, NH

Daniel O’Neill, Holderness, NH
Donald F. and Eleanor P. Page, East Greenbush, NY

Barbara Palm, Meredith, NH
Charles Palmer, Jaffrey, NH

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Parker, Hanover, NH
Theodore W. and Diane E. Pelletier, Stow, MA

Peter Pinkham, North Conway, NH
Reliable Racing Supply, Inc., Queensbury, NY

Marie Anne Baldwin and Richard M. Tapply, Gilford, NH
Barbara Robinson, Franconia, NH

Jane Ross, Rutland, VT
Loring Rowell, Seattle, WA

Bretton D. and Cindy Russell, North Conway, NH
Kyle Sheehan, Concord, MA

Peter and Kay Carter Shumway, Etna, NH
James Stehn, Leominster, MA

Edward P. and Leilani T. Stritter, Menlo Park, CA
Carol Jordan and David M. Sunshine, Richmond, VT

Ted and Herta Sutton in memory of Tina E. Sutton
Henry and Freda Swan, Lyme, NH

Parker and Mary-Alice Symmes, Concord, MA
Timothy W. and Megan C. Tapply, Sherborn, MA
Christopher R. and Wendy Thayer, Sugar Hill, NH
Chester and Susan M. Thompson, Franconia, NH
Charles E. and Karen E. Thorndike, Meredith, NH

Bryant Tolles Jr., Concord, NH
Allen S. and Kate Torrey, Chapel Hill, NC
Robert H. and Sue Turner, Park City, UT

Phillip N. and Betsy Twombly, Hebron, NH
Constance F. and Dwight A. Webster, Jr., Cazenovia, NY

Charles Weston, Littleton, NH
Sandra White, Franconia, NH

Peter W. and Suzanne Birkeland, Boulder, CO
Arthur Daily, Tiverton, RI

John Madden, Rochester, NH
Mark Kurisko, Irwin, PA

Robert Bermudes Jr., Rochester, NY
William Butler, Duxbury, MA

Louise Collins, Longmeadow, MA
Alan Crocker, Ashburnham, MA

David Gibb, Wilbraham, MA
Marcia Graham, Franconia, NH

Douglas H. and Susan K. Haynes, Basking Ridge, NJ
George Helwig, Annapolis, MD

Thomas E. and Jill T. Hoffman, Marblehead, MA
Stephen Holdsworth, Bow, NH
Ted Johanson, Vinalhaven, ME

Eric D. and Debra M. Lundquist, Boxboro, MA
Mr. and Mrs. Norman E. McCulloch, Jr., Providence, RI

John O’Laughlin, Jr., Weston, MA
Tracy and Michael Roberge, Wayland, MA
Richard Schneider, Upper Bath Village, NH
Schweitzer Mountain Resort, Sand Point, ID

Tom Sears, S. Hamilton, MA
Thomas Sharkey, Edgartown, MA

Ski Maine, Portland, ME
Leo Stevens Jr., North Conway, NH

John Clough, Elkins, NH
John Krantz, Contoocook, NH

Thomas Hanson, Orrington, ME
Gisela B. and Paul L. Estes, Plymouth, NH

Bernard Garrity Jr., Manchester, NH
Donald Maynard, Fitchburg, MA
Nindy Stimpson, Falmouth, MA
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IN MEMORY OF HANS THOMA
Hans Thoma Family, Kittery, ME 

HONORING PHILIP & SHIRLEY GRAVINK
Michael E. and Karen A. Davenport, Intervale, NH

IN MEMORY OF HERBERT SCHNEIDER
Scott and Barbara Gleason, North Conway

IN MEMORY OF ALEC & CLARITA BRIGHT
The Bright Family

IN MEMORY OF BRUCE E. FULLER
Judith I. & Carl E. Fuller, Glen, NH
E. James Kroesser, Hamilton, MA

Stacy A. Lebaron, Warren, VT
Elaine Rogal

Theodore Steward
John and Ann Wilcox, North Conway, NH
Ann M. and John F. Benedix, Ipswich, MA

Margaret Breen, Essex, MA

IN MEMORY OF HARRY ROBINSON
Ed and Nancy Broadhead, New London, NH 

Steve Sabatini, Porsche Cars of North America, Hampton Falls, NH
Judy Hendrickson, Nashua, NH

IN MEMORY OF JAMES RICHARD REID
Nancy Capobianco and Family, Rocky Point, NC

Helen Hovdesven, New York, NY 
Thomas W. and Herta M. Sutton, Lincoln, NH

IN MEMORY OF NORMAND J. LECOMTE
Ronald H. & Carolyn M. Kirby, Franconia, NH 

IN MEMORY OF PETER M. KLING
Class of 1954, Amherst College, Amherst, MA

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD E. BENNINK
Linda K. and Russel R. Bradshaw, Lincoln, NH 

Kay Kerr, Bethlehem, NH

IN MEMORY OF  
THOMAS NICHOLAS “NICK” DABNEY

Nick and Cush Winslow, North Andover, MA

IN MEMORY OF TIMOTHY J. ROSS
Amy Ross, Quincy, MA

MEMORIAL AND HONORARY GIFTS
July 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015

Memorial and honorary gifts were made to New England Ski Museum

IN MEMORY OF JAMES HENRY COOKE
David Bergendahl

Martha and Steve Somach, Shaker Heights, OH
Nancy, Sue, Kathy Latta & Alex Zallway, Pompton Plains, NJ

Elizabeth A. and David W. Dougherty, Plymouth, MA
James L. and Marie P. Larsen, Bedford, MA

Anna McIntyre, Moultonborough, NH
John B. and Alice Pepper, Jackson, NH

Martha Rice Martini, Salem, MA
John and Judy Russell, Wolfeboro, NH

Jennifer Rotman
North Shore Bubble Club, Marblehead, MA

James Whipple, Boston, MA
Elaine Regis and Marjorie Cacciola, Beverly, MA

Leo A. and Jane D. Doherty, Blue Bell, PA
Paul and Johanna Gallo, Marblehead, MA, 

Tory and John Kelley, Marblehead, MA
Robert Madruga, Esq., Gloucester, MA

Penny Pitou, Gilford, NH
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Rotman, Worchester, MA
Barbara and Mike Schaefer, Marblehead, MA

Charles E. and Karen E. Thorndike, Meredith, NH
David E. and Lisa Beach, Stowe, VT

John C. & Katharine McCrillis, Newport, NH
Linda Regis, Peabody, MA

Dorothy Coakley
Mark Cohen, Marblehead, MA

Mike and Kathleen F. Frigard, Marblehead, MA
E.B. and Judith R. Jacobi, Marblehead, MA

Pat and Rick Makin, Gloucester, MA
Patricia and Duane Marshall, Marblehead, MA

Bernadette Nolan, Pompton Plains, NJ
Ann Pevear, Marblehead, MA

J. Kenneth and Nancy B. Baxter, Marblehead, MA
Joan McIntyre, Marblehead, MA

Joan Thayer, Marblehead, MA

IN MEMORY OF  
WILLIAM (BILL) F. ROACH, III

Cal Conniff, Wells, ME 

IN MEMORY OF  
WILLIAM M. HALLAGER

Donald F. and Eleanor P. Page, East Greenbush, NY 

IN HONOR OF ROY LUNDQUIST
Anne Fuller, Aiken, SC
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VOLUNTEERS
July 1, 2014 to March 31, 2015

Deb Appleton
Russ Bradshaw

Jim Chesebrough
Lynn Cunniff
Rick Erwin

Martha Leich
Ken Lozeau

Sandy Lozeau
Steve Marcum
Gini Raichle

Stefanie Warsnip

DONATIONS IN KIND
April 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015

Microsoft
Betsey Shepard Design

Sherwin Dodge Printers, Inc.
Stephen L. Waterhouse

Cannonball Pub
Barbara Serafini

Chris Hubble
Clark’s Trading Post

In Memorium
Robert B. Thomson

Robert B. Thomson, President of New England Ski Museum from 1995 to 1997, died peacefully April 13, 2015, at his 
home in Brooksville, Maine. Born May 10, 1923, he was son of Lillian H. and Arthur D. Thomson. He graduated from 
Quincy High School, in Quincy, Massachusetts, in 1941. He began studying industrial engineering at Northeastern 
University that fall, suspending his studies to serve in World War II. He graduated in 1949, and soon after served in 
the Korean War. Robert married Deborah Blanchard D’Arcy of Dover, New Hampshire, on June 22, 1963. Together 
they raised three children in Carlisle, Massachusetts, and were happily married for 51 years. With Al Armstrong 

and Whitey Crampton, he founded Crathco, Inc., a leading manufacturer of cold beverage dispensers, 1962 in Canton, Massachusetts. 
He acted as president until the company was sold in 1988. 

A lifelong skier and outdoor adventurer, Bob was active in skiing throughout his life as a competitor, coach, official and volunteer, serving 
as president of the United States Eastern Amateur Ski Association and later the United States Ski Association. Committed to celebrating 
the heritage of New England alpine skiing, he was also active with the ski museum, where he served as president. Bob cherished the 
outdoors, and taught his family to love nature, skiing, sailing and hiking as much as he did. He was particularly fond of building stone 
walls, paths and waterways, and with his patient skill, made many beautiful places even more so. An avid genealogist, historian and patriot, 
Bob was a member of the Carlisle Colonial Minutemen, and designed the seal for the town of Carlisle. He also loved music, playing 
French horn, piano and more with zest. His energy, vitality, inquisitive nature and positive spirit touched and will be remembered by many. 
He is survived by his wife, Deborah, and their children, D’Arcy Thomson of Boston, Massachusetts, Tracy Teare of Yarmouth, Maine, 
and Samantha Weld, of Reading, Massachusetts. He also leaves two sons-in-law and six grandchildren, as well as his brother Donald 
Thomson and Don’s wife, Hope, and his sisters-in-law Virginia Thomson and Elisabeth D’Arcy, as well as several nieces and nephews.

Reprinted from The Boston Globe
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SPONSORS 

Gibson/Woodbury Charitable Foundation
Cranmore Mountain Resort

Connie Davis Watson Foundation
The Schneider Family

Shock-Top Belgian White
Eastern Slope Inn

Bank of New Hampshire
Conway Daily Sun

Eastern Mountain Sports
Hill’s RV

Valley Originals
WMWV 

Magic 104
WPKQ

PATRONS NOT LISTED IN THE 2015 PROGRAM

Penny Pitou and Milo Pike Charitable Fund
Willis North America

Okemo Mountain Resort
Sugarbush Resort

Wachusett Mountain

SPECIAL THANKS TO

After a colder than normal winter, the sunny weather with temperatures near the freezing mark put the participants in the 2015 Hannes 
Schneider Meister Cup Race at Cranmore Mountain Resort in a festive mood. Seventy years after they endured combat in Italy in 1945, 
seven veterans of the 10th Mountain Division were on hand to see one of their own, 100-year-old Nelson Bennett, be honored by Sergeant 
Major Gonzo Lassally of 2nd Battalion, 87th Infantry Regiment from Fort Drum, New York. In addition to Bennett, 10th veterans Dick 
Calvert, John Duffy, John Barton, Fred Hartwell, John McDonald, and Bernie Peters attended. Calvert was the only World War II veteran 
still racing, and he placed a very respectable 117th in the field of 197. The top male and female finishers were Alec Tarberry and Hilary 
McCloy respectively, and the WMWV team won the team competition. Highlights of the off-course pageantry included the EMS night 
ski tour, vintage skiwear competition, ice carving demonstration, music by the Bavarian Brothers, and the Sunday morning Harvey Dow 
Gibson Memorial Lecture by Stefi Reed Hastings that drew 60 people.

THE 19TH ANNUAL HANNES SCHNEIDER MEISTER CUP RACE

Dave Bartlett
Leslie Bergum

Joe Berry
Jeff Blumenfeld
Mark Butterfield
Bruce Botelho
Roger Botelho

Barbara Browne
Greg Connolly
Tom Cottrill

Dick Delaney
Becca Deschenes

Christine Donovan
Jenn Gibson

Mark Guerringue
Barbara Harmon
Chuck Henderson

Dave Irons
MSG Gonzalo Lassally

Pete Lavoie
Steve Lavoie
Martha Leich
Bob Linscott
Susan May

Derrick Mead
Jon Mersereau
Mario Moniz

George Nitschelm

Rob, Lynn and Orion Paul
Laurie Puliafico

Gini Raichle
Jonathan Robinson

Christoph Schneider
Hannah Schneider
Hannes Schneider
Markus Schneider

Megan Shied
Meg Scotti

Ed and Carol Westervelt
Ben Wilcox

Barbie Wilson
Gordon Wood
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AUCTION DONORS
Abbie Kealy

Appalachian Mountain Club
American Crystal

Andes Mountain Sports
Art Studio Company

Artiplaq
Attitash/Wildcat

Aylakai
Bernerhof Inn

BEWI
Bill Gaudreau

Bob & Terry’s Sports Outlet
Bob O’Neill

Boston Brother’s Pizzeria
Burke Mountain Resort

Bretton Woods/ OMNI Mount Washington Hotel
C. Randolph Trainor
Cannon Mountain
Carlson’s Lodge

Chandler 4 Corners
Choucas Hats

Columbia
Cowbells.com

Cranmore Mountain Resort
Dianne Taylor Moore

Eastern Mountain Sports
Edie Swift

Flatbread Company
Franconia Ski Club

Friends of Mount Washington Avalanche Center
Garnet Hill

Gordie Eaton
Gordie’s Fish & Steak House

Grandy Oats
Great American Ski Renting

Great Glen Trails
Greg Morrill

Gusstuff USA
Hadley Pottery

Hannaford Supermarket
History Press

Jay Peak

Joan Elaine Creations
Joan Hannah

Joe Jones Ski and Sports
John Napoli
Karen Dolan

Lahout’s
Laurie Puliafico

Lobster Trap
Lost River Gorge

Lucy Wyman
MacDaddy Sports

Martha Leich
Mittersill Alpine Resort
Mountain Club on Loon

Mount Washington Auto Road
Naked Bohemian

Nashoba Valley Ski Area
Native Eyewear

New England Charms
New Hampshire Distributors

Nocoloco
North Conway Country Club

Pat’s Peak
Ragged Mountain Equipment

Reliable Racing
Rodger’s Ski and Sport

Sally Bags
Sam Kerr

Settlers’ Green
Shaw’s Market

Ski & Snowboard Outlet
Ski Maine Association

Skida
Sport Thoma

Stan and Dan Sports
Swany Corp.

Synergy
Tim Ambruso

Wal-Mart North Conway
White Mountain Hotel

World Cup Supply

RACE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Bo Adams

Jennifer Bartlett
Linda Bradshaw

Cal Conniff
Becca Deschenes

Karen Dolan
Ray Gilmore

Glenn Harmon
Ed Hollum
Jeff Leich

Roy Lundquist
Starr Moore
Roy Prescott
Mike Rennie

Christoph Schneider
Hannes Schneider
Michael Scontsas

Ted Sutton
Ben Wilcox

Jake Williams
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With a record field of 326 skiers, the Bretton Woods Nordic Marathon, which took place on March 7, 2015 was a hybrid beast with 
fierce battles among the top finishers, a friendly competition throughout the pack, and a gliding party through the woods for many of 
the recreational participants who skied in groups through the entire 21K and 42K courses. 

A major fundraiser for the New England Ski Museum, the Bretton Woods Nordic Marathon merges the contributions of generous 
sponsors, with Audi of Stratham, Alpine Clinic, and Omni Mount Washington Resort making contributions in thousands of dollars, in 
combination with many other sponsors (see full list!) and the entry fees paid by skiers who choose to participate in a timed or untimed 
basis at their choice of distance. A youth race, which is hosted by the local Bretton Woods Nordic Club, is also part of the event. 

As soon as the racers hit the trail, the finish line came alive with activity including the Audi of Stratham hospitality tent where each 
race’s winners were honored with a “flower ceremony” shortly after crossing the finish line. Representatives of the U.S. Forest Service, 
which owns much of the land through which the race course travels, were on hand to meet and greet racers, recreational skiers and 
spectators, too. An awards party in the Grand Ballroom of the Mount Washington Hotel brought the event to a close in grand style. 

Top men’s finishers for this year’s 42K marathon were Gordon Vermeer, David Sinclair and Andrew Dougherty. Isabel Caldwell, Tsiana 
Mahlen, and Olivia Meyerson were the top three women finishers in the 42K. In the 21K half marathon, Chase Marston, John Caldwell 
and Chris Burnham took top honors for the men, while Joanne Hanowski, Vivian Hawkinson and Sarah Pribham finished first, second 
and third.

THE 7TH ANNUAL BRETTON WOODS NORDIC MARATHON

SPONSORS

Omni Mount Washington Resort
Audi of Stratham

Alpine Clinic 
First Tracks Marketing

Subway 
SWIX 

Sports-Benches.com
Anonymous (Prizes)
World Cup Supply

Jackson Timing
Appalachian Mountain Club

Pat’s Peak
Sysco

Darn Tough
Coca Cola

RACE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Ellen Chandler
Craig Clemmer

Chris Ellms
Phil Gravink

Amy Patenaude
Judy Ratzel

VOLUNTEERS

Heidi Allen
John Allen
Chris Ayer
Dick Ayer

Frank Benesh
Hank Benesh

Martha Benesh
Clair Bouffard
Paul Bouffard
Ellen Chandler

Jim Chesebrough
Lydia Combee
Russ Combee
Greg Connolly

Pat Connors
Nancy Damboise
Mike Davenport

Sara DeLucia
Sean Doll

Hank Dresch
Linda Dresch
Phil Gravink

Shirley Gravink
Betsey Harding

Sam Harding
Jim Hastings
Bob Heiges

Julie Higgins
Janet Hill
Jim Irwin

Karen Irwin
Denise Kwasnik

Joe Kwasnik
Vic Levesque

Nancy Lundquist
Roy Lundquist
Rolf Madsen
Tina Madsen
Karin Martel
Ray Mitchell

Michael O’Connor
Paul Palubniak
Amy Patenaude

Meg Phillips
Laura Riggs-Mitchell

Steve Swenson
Gwen Vosburgh
Brad Whipple
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS OF THE NEW ENGLAND SKI MUSEUM

Nelson Bennett, 100, receives a commemorative plaque from 
Sergeant Major Gonzo Lassally of 2nd Battalion, 87th Infantry 
Regiment at the 2015 Hannes Schneider Race.
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Chuck Henderson, aide to Senator Jean Shaheen, reads a letter 
from the Senator at the Hannes Schneider Race Opening Ceremony. 
Henderson himself represents a piece of Schneider Race history, 
having been the manufacturer of the Chuck Roast event jackets of 
the 1990s and 2000s.

The Pizzagalli Construction crew that built the Cannon Mountain 
Tramway paused to have their photograph taken, probably in 1979. 
Two current Cannon Mountain staffers, including the operations 
manager, are in the photo. Can you identify them?
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The top four finishers of the 2015 Bretton Woods Nordic 
Marathon are, L to R: David Sinclair, second place; Gordon 
Vermeer, first place; Andrew Dougherty, third place; and Jeff 
Tucker, fourth place.
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2015 Don A. Metivier Golden Ski Award winner Drew Duffy of 
Warren, VT, third from left, with his family and friends at the 
Opening Party June 12, 2015 at the Museum. The Golden Ski is 
presented annually by North American Snowsports Journalists 
Association-East to the top male and female junior ski racers 
in the east. Nina O’Brien of Burke Mountain Academy won the 
women’s Golden Ski this year.

K
ay

 K
er

r 
ph

ot
o



Continued from page 28
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
I/We wish to join New England Ski Museum in the class checked.

Name

Address

Phone

E-Mail

Sustaining:  $125/Year

Supporting:  $75/Year

Life:  $1,000 Single payment

Family: $50/Year

Individual: $35/Year

Ski Clubs:  $75/Year
Corporate: $100, $250, $500, $1000/year

•  Newsletter Subscription
•  10% Discount in the 

Museum Shop
•  NESM pin and decal
•  Invitation to special events
•  Access to the Library by 

appointment

American Express, Discover, MasterCard, Visa  #

Cardholder Signature

New England Ski Museum
PO Box 267

Franconia, NH  03580-0267
Phone: (603) 823-7177

Fax: (603) 823-9505
E-Mail: staff@skimuseum.org

Membership PrivilegesMembership Levels
100% Tax deductible

J96

New England Ski Museum  is offi-
cially recognized by the United States 
Ski and Snowboard Association as a 
Regional Ski Museum.

V#
Exp. Date

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PD
LITTLETON, NH
PERMIT NO. 45

JOURNAL #96
NEW ENGLAND SKI MUSEUM
PO Box 267
Franconia, NH  03580-0267

UPCOMING EVENTS CURRENT EXHIBITS
Through June, 2016

New England Ski Museum, Franconia Notch, NH
The Mountains of Maine: Skiing in the Pine Tree State

Bretton Woods Resort Base Lodge, Bretton Woods NH
Green Mountains, White Gold: Origins of Vermont Skiing

Intervale Scenic Vista, Route 16, Intervale NH
Skiing in the Mount Washington Valley

Eastern Slope Inn, North Conway, NH
Ski Area Survivors: Prewar American Ski Centers with a History

Sign up for our e-mail newsletter at www.skimuseum.org

Annual Meeting and Dinner
Saturday November 7, 2015

at the Log Cabin, Holyoke, Massachusetts
Please join us as we honor Cal Conniff

With the 10h annual Spirit of Skiing Award

Boston Ski & Snowboard Expo
November 12-15, 2015

Visit our booth at the Expo at the Seaport World Trade Center

Bretton Woods Nordic Marathon
Omni Mount Washington Resort

March 5, 2016

Hannes Schneider Meister Cup Race
Cranmore Mountain Resort

March 12, 2016


